Message

From: Elizabeth Erwin [Erwin.ElizabethLNDU @usepa.onmicrosoft.com]
Sent: 2/3/20117:57:31 PM
To: Clark, Becki [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a906e07f1lcd143b9%a3c2ddab813b8140-Clark, Becki]; Flowers, Lynn
[/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=1a4411c874d041h9a8badfc32b91bd70-Flowers, Lynn]; Michael Slimak
[Slimak.MichaelLNDU@usepa.onmicrosoft.com]; Barone, Stan [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative
Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a4f8618acbbad18da24c110f3123a2af-Barone, Stan]; CN=Linda
Tuxen/OU=DC/O=USEPA/C=US@EPA; lla Cote [Cote.llaLNDU@ usepa.onmicrosoft.com]; Jones, Samantha
/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=eac77fe3b20c4667b8c534¢90¢15a830-lones, Samanthal; Birchfield, Norman
/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=c910f2fd28414e819b6afebdda525e9f-Birchfield, Norman]; Avery, James
[/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=b0fc9e70467647709fa9377dfb987f10-Avery, James]; Anne Grambsch
[Grambsch.AnneLNDU®@usepa.onmicrosoft.com]; Shaw, Denice [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative
Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=556182b3879649039b11d36e5e09d%aa-Shaw, Denice]; CN=Madalene
Stevens/OU=DC/0O=USEPA/C=US@EPA; Kadry, Abdel-Razak [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=acb325507bf7451b9735813cfde5e417-Kadry, Abdel-Razak]; Karen
Hammerstrom [Hammerstrom.KarenLNDU @ usepa.onmicrosoft.com]; Bussard, David
[/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF235PDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=cf26b876393e44f38bdd06db02dbhbfe5-Bussard, David]; Charles Ris
[Ris.CharlesLNDU@usepa.onmicrosoft.com]; Perovich, Gina [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF235PDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=6e3c19d7f4db41bfa2477aa27ad83945-Perovich, Ginal; White, Paul
[
(
[

P —

/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=4e179825823c44ebbb07a9704e1e5d16-White, Paul]; Bob Sonawane
Sonawane.BobLNDU@usepa.onmicrosoft.com]; Frithsen, Jeff [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative
Group {FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=e3743bd6f3c345baaaed07c1d6f78e92-FRITHSEN, JEFF]; Gatchett,
Annette [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=f12d699a7 1f84e2 1bddbb876dae7f96c-Gatchett, Annette]; Hawkins, Belinda
[/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=075561d171e845828ec67a945663a8e6-Hawkins, Belindal; Troyer, Michael
[/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=847b0020dd0e457e85f994alad64b26d-Troyer, Michael]; Vandenberg, John
[/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=dcae2b98a04540fb8d099f9d4dead690-Vandenberg, John]; Debra Walsh
[Walsh.DebralNDU@usepa.onmicrosoft.com]; Sams, Reeder [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=7d5b479ccd894cea99ae55df20de6971-Sams, Reeder]; Ross, Mary
[/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=98359cd 1f66f462c91d327e99a3¢6909-Ross, Maryl; Strong, Jamie
[/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=ea753aafefb74c268550fe6a2¢c187838-Benedict, Jamie]; Hotchkiss, Andrew
[/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=10f01ccc8611401bb34d16b71a87d3d5-Hotchkiss, Andrew]; Rieth, Susan
[/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=00aac63cc995489188b8a449aaal8f5e-Rieth, Susan]; Martin Gehlhaus
[Gehlhaus.MartinLNDU @usepa.onmicrosoft.com]; Raffaele, Kathleen [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange
Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=cc48281bbab34bf5bf3ab1a63780d5ca-Kathleen
Raffaele]; Berner, Ted [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=f1949¢9653024d3cb4aadc2bd69c4fde-Berner, Ted]; Peter Preuss
[Preuss.PeterLNDU@usepa.onmicrosoft.com]; Deener, Kathleen [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative
Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=b9a2ff1c086249ea8f6414afde8a5e54-Deener, Kathleen]; Winner,
Darrell [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=860556f5cd0f4855839907bcc90b2c41-Winner, Darrell]; Murphy, Patricia
[fo=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=4e02a7540f8042fda07eed1248addaf7-Murphy, Patricial; Weihsueh Chiu
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[Chiu.WeihsuehLNDU@usepa.onmicrosoft.com]; Corona, Elizabeth [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative
Group {(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=18d86fb8269b4557b5d06622b3a%41af-Corona, Elizabeth]; Elizabeth
Erwin [Erwin.ElizabethLNDU@usepa.onmicrosoft.com]; Cogliano, Vincent [fo=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange
Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=51f2736376ac4d32bad2fe7cfef2886b-Cogliano,
Vincent]; CN=Audrey Hoffer/OU=DC/O=USEPA/C=US@EPA; Gwinn, Maureen [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange
Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=4bdc5237a5¢440a7b664518e23eh5647-Gwinn,
Maureen]; CN=Doug lohns/OU=RTP/0O=USEPA/C=US@EPA

Subject: NEWS UPDATES: EPA expects answers on tap-water toxin in late 2011 (E&E Daily)

Attachments: DIB00O1

DRINKING WATER: EPA expects answers on tap-water toxin in late
2011 (02/03/2011)

Gabriel Nelson, E&E reporter

U.S. EPA expects to finish its analysis of the risk posed by hexavalent chromium in drinking water late next
year, including potentially "game changing" information about the chemical's link to cancer, Administrator Lisa
Jackson told a Senate panel yesterday.

Hexavalent chromium, or chromium-6, was recently thrust into the spotlight after a study by the Environmental
Working Group (EWG) found elevated levels of the chemical in more than 30 cities across the country.

"The EWG study alone might have been something that we would dismiss," Jackson told the Environment and
Public Works Committee. "But a really important piece of scientific information is that we are in the middle of
a peer review that shows that chromium-6 -- which we previously thought was not a problem in water -- is a
problem in water and causes cancer. If that's true, that is a game-changing piece of information that will likely
mean we have to address it by changing our standards."

Some water utilities and lawmakers have criticized the methodology of the advocacy group's study, which
measured levels of chromium-6 in samples of tap water from 35 cities. Because EPA has not yet finished its risk
assessment, the public does not have a good idea whether the levels of chromium-6 that were detected in the
study are actually a threat, the American Water Works Association said in a recent letter to EPA officials.

Linda Birnbaum, director of the National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences, told lawmakers yesterday
that the study was not definitive, but it signals "that there might be a problem."

Yesterday's hearing was called by EPW Chairwoman Barbara Boxer (D-Calif)), who proposed legislation last
week that would require EPA to limit chromium-6 and other chemicals found in drinking water.

Boxer said she is glad EPA is heading toward limits on chromium-6 and perchlorate but that Congress should
intervene and force the agency to set limits on the chemicals. Since the Safe Water Drinking Act was last
amended in 1996, she said, the agency has not limited any of the "emerging contaminants."

"What Congress wanted to happen was for EPA to begin to move," Boxer said. "They didn't expect that not one
emerging contaminant would be regulated from '96 to as we sit here. Not one thing has happened. Nothing."

Given the power shift in Congress, it appears unlikely that the bills will go anywhere, said Matt Dempsey, a
spokesman for committee Republicans, in an interview last week (L& /s Daily, Jan. 31).

Sens. Mike Johanns (R-Neb.) and John Boozman (R-Ark.) criticized the methodology of the EWG study
yesterday, saying subsequent news reports scared the public at a time when EPA has not yet settled on a safe
level of chromium-6 in drinking water.
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Consumers would pay the price if limits on chromium-6 were based on the "sweeping generalizations" about
safety that were prompted by the study, Boozman said.

"It's one thing for us to sit here in Washington and issue rules and regulations," Johanns said, "but it is quite
another thing for the people on the ground delivering the service to make the case to that customer clientele that
this is the right course of action" (Greemwire, Feb. 2).

Jackson said the agency is moving forward quickly on chromium-6, but people should not be afraid about their
drinking water in the meantime.

"The American people don't want us to play 'see no evil," Jackson told reporters after the hearing. "There's
something out there in their water. We have to look for it and we have to tell them that on a day-to-day basis,
they can drink the water, but we are moving aggressively to change the standards if we need to."

Chuck Murray, general manager of Fairfax Water, told the committee that regulators should be wary of making
chromium-6 the latest "contaminant du jour" before the risk assessment is complete. Despite the findings of the
EWG report, the northern Virginia utility did not detect any chromium-6 when it tested its own water, he added.

Meanwhile, many public health experts say that EPA's current limits are outdated. By putting an overall limit on
chromium compounds rather than focusing on dangerous chromium-6, the standards do not reflect the current
state of the science, said Thomas Burke, a public health professor at Johns Hopkins University.

In the absence of a federal standard on chromium-6, California recently set a draft standard of 0.02 parts per
billion. It 1s tighter than the state's previous standard of 0.06 ppb (Greenwire, Jan. 3).

Elizabeth Erwin

Communications Assistant

National Center for Environmental Assessment
Office of Research and Development

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

Office: (703) 347-0205

Fax: (703) 347-8699
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